Introduction

Finding #1

Finding #2

Finding #3

* Lack of research on critical role of
translational experiences on heritage
language learning and heritage language
learners’ self legitimation

Research Participants

* Mary (8;5);Jack (7;1);Jason (5;10)
* Mom, originally from Taiwan

* Livingin a peaceful suburban area in MN.

Methodology & Data
collection

* Qualitative case study

* 06/2016-08/2016, Taiwan

¢ 2-months of audio-diary of mother-child
reflection

* Visiting families in Taipei
* children participating in extracurricular
activities in Taiwan

Research Question

* Howdo the three young Chinese heritage
language speakers legitimize themselves
as competent Chinese users during and
after their transnational experiences in
their parents’ home country, Taiwan?

Children participants took active roles to
negotiate meanings of words/phrases in
Chinese that were new to them.

Line |Interlocuto| Content

1 Jason  IEATJURERAAI A ?
How manydays from now is my birthd ay?

2 Mom  |i£A714 K |
Thereisanother 14 days!

3 Jason |14 K, {RATLLE VR SEG?
14 days, could youpleasetellmehowto sayit in English?

4 Mom | JESUEAVHRR il ?
You forgot howto sayit in English?

5 Jason [ XU,
Yeah.

6 Mom | AHEA KR,
Okay, it’s fine.

7 Jason  VKETEAEURIRE A UFESTL I 2
Could you pleasetellmehowto sayit in English?

8 BT AL, AR B AYHESC.
Idon’t understandChinese, but I don’t remember how |
sayit in English.

9 Mom  |iXFEFI .
Isee.

HTLAR LAy ?

So could you pleaseteach me?

Due to limited knowledge of the heritage
culture, increasing Chinese language
proficiency was not helpful for children
participants' participation in cultural
activities.

Children participants questioned whether
Chinese language competence was critical

in a multilingual (though Chinese language
dominant) context.

Line|Interlocut Content
ors

Line|Interlocut Content
-ors

1 Mary  [J4, Hi/onewith glasses () fliiic i,
Well, that onewith glasses ( )heis theworse.

1| Mom |AFBR{RASFTRHZDSC, DU RILRERIRDRAIE T,
Okay, sinceyou don’t plan tolearnChinese, you can't
comebackto Taiwan later.

2 SRR

don't like him themost!

2 Jack MR, FRAH LA K=

En, | can stillcomeback=

3 Mom  |=HAREI, EMRA 0.
=lcan’t let you comeback, becauseyouarenot ableto
speak Chinese.

4 Jack | FR& LBE,
Iwillgo to work,

5 Tk 2AEX HUNFSTS 22 1B, PARA 1

Iwillworkin thesmall STScompany here. Haha!

6 | Mom | AR,
They willnot recruit you,

3 B, ALK,
Hesaid, Isuck,
4 PRtk 8 e A B R R A T
becausehesaid “Idon’t wanttoplay with them any more,
5 ), AT =ABAEE, AT LR,
they, Idefeated allthree Ican defeat all of them ”,
6 Pk, ()EAARAER( ), but () butfEfLRY.OEL,
AE VL AT R

Ifeel, ( )notrea//ysa;i;g (),but (),but ()in his hear, heis
saying “theysuck”.

7 fRAR& L=
you can’t speak Chinese=

8 Jack |=STS, AN, IR ST
=STS, that, thatplaceis anEnglishspace.

9 | Mom |l MR L=
=Who told you?If you can’tspeak=

10 | Jack |l PIBET, O B,
=Aunt,auntsaid ( ) allareEnglish,

LR N LS AESTSIF,
=There aremany peoplespeakingEnglish inSTS.
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Conclusion & Discussion

* Children participants take an active roleto learn the heritage language in a transnational context.

* While heritage cultureis emphasized in heritage language classroom and family, it is not enough for children
participantsto better perform in cultural activities.

* Children participants critically question the role heritage language playsin their lives.
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