
From  Comprehen s i on  t o  I n t e r p r e t a t i on     

Time Frame:  

20-25 minutes

Materials Needed: 

•	 Multiple copies of various magazines in the target language

•	 A handout for each student to complete with information about a 
magazine (provided for French, German, and Spanish)

Description of Task: 

Pre-reading:

In English, the teacher asks the class to brainstorm about types of 
magazines, their contents and their layout.  This brainstorming session 
is facilitated with examples of magazines from the U.S.  Students can be 
specific about where certain pieces of information are found, the types of 
advertisements, articles, etc.

During reading:

Students are paired and each pair is given a magazine in the target language 
to examine.  Various types of magazines can be used (e.g., sports, fashion, 
politics, teens).  Along with this issue of the magazine, each student is 
given a handout that asks for specific information about that magazine (see 
handout provided).  Each pair works to find the requested information.  
The handout is completed in English as the information is found.

Magazine Scanning
Theme: 		  Le is ure  (reading,  Media)

Language: 		An y

Standards : 	 Commun ication	   Cult ures    Connections    Com parisons

				      1 . 2 		          2 . 2  		     3 . 2 		         4 . 1    4 . 2 	

Level:  
Novice-Low/Mid

Purpose: 
To scan a text for specific infor-

mation

Language Structure(s): 
Cognates

Communicative 
Function(s): 
Referential: Scanning for infor-

mation; identifying items in text

Cultural Aspects: 
Comparison of U.S. and target 

culture magazine contents and 

layout

Modalities: 
Reading
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Post-reading:

A discussion in English can take place with the class.  Pairs can share their 
answers and the teacher can ask questions that encourage the students to 
make comparisons between magazines in the U.S. and the target culture.

Assessment: 

The completed handout acts as the assessment.  The answers on the 
handout will include page numbers as well as some written information 
in English about the magazine to make it easy for the teacher to check 
students’ answers.

Extensions:

Suggestions for adapting the task for various levels:

For advanced levels:  The handout can be completed in the target language.

Other extensions:

Students may choose a 200-word passage and make a list of the seven most 
common words.  Then take a passage of comparable length from a U.S. 
magazine and make a similar list.  Are there words in common? 

Cultural extensions:

Students can prepare a short paper comparing and contrasting target culture 
and U.S. magazines.  This can be done in the target language or in English. 

Reflections:
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